
Since there seems to be much misunderstanding
about Crataegus among uninformed persons, particularly
in the East, I submit the following statements and
conclusions regarding the Hawthorns of Cook and Du
Page Counties of Illinois:

1. There are at least 26 readily identified spe-
cies and 5 varieties in addition to the types.

2. The individuals of each species vary within a
certain range . Variations in a population of hybrid
origin are more restricted.

3. There is no gradation between species.
4. Knowledge of 79 characters is desirable to

identify a plant.
5. Some characters are more important than

others. The diagnostic importance of various charac-
ters varies from series to series, as shown in a Key.

6. Most Hawthorns found in the field are so dis-
tinctive that they can be identified with reasonable
certainty by their leaves, bark, thorns and manner of
growth without recourse to floral characters.
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intermediate between the parents.

showed that C. hillii is of hybrid origin, a hypothe-
sis morphologically verified by the odd number of its
stamens. Its parents were the Downy Hawthorn mollis
and the Scarlet Hawthorn pedicellata . But the nutlets
of hillii are 9 mm. long, thin, and acute at both
ends, a combination of characters not found in either
parent or in any other species of its region.

that "classical" taxonomy

rieties, regardless of their phylogeny.
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